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Biden-Kishida summit aims for stronger US-Japan security ties

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida made an official visit to the U.S. in the beginning of April. On April
10th, he and President Joe Biden held a summit where they discussed as many as 70 cooperation

agreements in (Dthe Oval Office.

Amid @an increasingly severe international situation, including repeated attacks on Philippine
vessels by Chinese coast guard ships in South China Sea, and nuclear and missiles development in North
Korea, Kishida and Biden agreed to improve cooperation between the Japanese Self-Defense Forces and
the US forces in Japan. It is the most significant upgrade in military ties since the alliance between the
two countries began.

The U.S. maintains troops on every continent. As of 2022, there are more than 170,000 active-duty
military troops across 178 countries, with the most in Japan (54,000), Germany (36,000), and South Korea
(25,000). The U.S. Seventh Fleet is based in Yokosuka(Kanagawa), the Third Marine Expeditionary
Force is based on Okinawa, and 130 U.S. Air Force fighters are stationed at Misawa Air Base(Aomori) and
Kadena Air Base(Okinawa).

Both leaders underscored the importance to continue a dialogue with China, and cooperate with
China. They also reiterated the importance of 3peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait.

On April 11th, Biden hosted a trilateral summit with Kishida and the Philippines President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr, aiming to send China a clear message that it must halt its aggressive behavior in
the South China Sea. “I want to be clear, the United States’ defense commitments to Japan and to the

Philippines are ironclad,” Biden said.
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Q1 Whatis Mthe Oval Office? Where is it found?
Q2 THOOEMHIZ 2 JFHHLEL x 9,

Q3 KEEMAZRDLZFANTVZ ZEHIZ? (MARFOREDMWAHARICELL T T2 ?)

Q4 Have you ever seen/been to the U.S. military base?

Q5 FEHEM - N4 F YRRk, REICHL, fME2d2 e TEELE LD,

Q6 Why are many people paying attention to @peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait?

Q7 Why did Biden host a trilateral summit with the leaders of Japan and the Philippines?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6EGYBdJCAO4

USA presidents Oval Office change the inside 1909 to 202 1: the last 100 years!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ci- | LTD8yw
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Japanese astronauts to land on the Moon under Artemis Program

At the summit meeting, Kishida and Biden agreed to enhance relations in not only international
security but also Al and space projects, including the US-led Artemis lunar exploration program.

Biden said in a press conference, “Two Japanese astronauts will join the future Artemis mission, and
one will become the first non-American to land on the Moon.”

"It's the next chapter in the cosmic partnership between our two nations," NASA Administrator Bill
Nelson said at a press conference. “America will no longer walk on the Moon alone. We are going and
we are very proud to go with Japan.”

Two American astronauts are expected to land on the Moon in 2026 in Artemis III, the first U.S. Moon-
landing mission since the end of the Apollo program, in which 12 astronauts, all U.S. citizens and white
males, landed on the Moon between 1969 and 1972. According to the Japan-U.S. agreement, a Japanese
astronaut will set foot on the Moon and explore the lunar surface in 2028 in Artemis IV.

Japan, in return, will contribute to the Artemis missions by providing a pressurized lunar rover, which
JAXA has been trying to develop with Toyota Motor Corporation. The rover will make it possible for
astronauts to drive on the Moon without wearing spacesuits.

@ NASA intends to land the first woman and first person of color on the Moon. Artemis is the twin
sister of Apollo and goddess of the Moon in Greek mythology.
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Q1 What are the three main topics discussed during the Japan-U.S. summit?

Q2 What is the Artemis mission?

Q3 In a press conference, what did Biden say about the Artemis mission and Japanese astronauts?

Q4 When was the last time humans landed on the Moon?

Q5 mRICHIICKEY 2o 2 FHRITHEO A @QeBodEn 2% 2EL &9,

Q6 How will Japan contribute to the Artemis missions?

Q7 AT Ix| OH/HIOHKEFHALEL x 5.
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ZEFH  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Iu5QTKkhvU

Pressurized Rover (New Image) Movie [TOYOTA 2= YouTube &Y]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkJv3ciCf3M
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The new space race

Six decades after the Soviet Union and the U.S. raced each other to get to the Moon, a new competition

has emerged. This time, (Dmore countries are competing with each other.

China says its manned lunar mission would take place by 2030 as it aims to become the second
country to land astronauts on the Moon. On March 20t China launched @Quegiao-2, which will be
used as a communications bridge between the earth and upcoming lunar probe missions on the far side of
the Moon until 2030.

China has an ambition to build its status as a major space power. China landed the Chang'e-3
spacecraft in 2013, becoming the first nation to soft-land on the lunar surface after the U.S. and the Soviet
Union. In 2019, it became the first country to land a spacecraft on the Moon's far side.

Russia launched its first Moon-landing spacecraft in 47 years in August 2023 and failed. India's
Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft successfully landed on the Moon in the same month. The U.S. meanwhile, is
rushing to be the first country to land astronauts on the Moon after the Apollo program.

Lunar exploration is important in three aspects. First, it will lead to scientific discoveries about
Earth's origin and early history. Additionally, it opens up possibilities for business ventures and
technological innovations. Oxygen, helium-3 and several metals are abundant on the Moon. It is
important to find ways to develop these resources.

@ Third, for a preparation to live on Mars. Mars is one of the planets where life may have existed in
the solar system, and the Moon can serve as a stepping stone to Mars. You can get back to Earth from

the Moon quickly in only three days, while it takes 7 months to get back from Mars to Earth.
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Q1 What happened in the space race about six decades ago?

Q2 T#® : Which countries are competing in the new space race?

Q3 What is China’s ambition for the near future?

Q4 3 HIZHEDFTH EiF72@Queqiao-2 1Z, £o k5 Bz h T T,

Q5 HHEOFHHFKICOWT, (V2013 F (22019 F ZhZhoiEzHHLEL X 5,

Q6 How long does it take from Earth to the Moon and Mars?

Q7 HmHEEoEFE 3>, HEAGEBCTIELDE L x 9,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af3JDcJvu78&t=3s



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/russia-china-unveil-plans-joint-lunar-space-station-moscow-drifts-n1260634
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af3JDcJvu78&t=3s
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1. Japan and the U.S. made the most significant upgrade in military ties since the alliance between the

two countries began.

2. The U.S. maintains troops on every continent. As of 2022, there are more than 170,000 active-duty

military troops across 178 countries, with the most in Japan, Germany, and South Korea.

3. Biden said, “Two Japanese astronauts will join the future Artemis mission.”

4. Japan will provide a pressurized lunar rover, which JAXA has been trying to develop with Toyota Motor
Corporation.
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https://globalaffairs.org/bluemarble /us-sending-more-troops-middle-east-where-world-are-us-

military-
deployed#:":text=As%200f%20September%202022%2C%20there, | | 99%2C%20and%2073%2C
%20respectively.
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[Essay ]
Agree or disagree: space exploration should be continued? (Gt 1 7z & ¢ HiH)
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